
    
 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

between 

La Liga de Ciudades de Puerto Rico 

and 

Oxfam America 

regarding Fiscal Sponsorship and Collaboration 

 

 

Effective as of the 1st day of April, 2020, this Memorandum of Understanding (this 

“MOU”) is made and entered into by and between La Liga de Ciudades de Puerto Rico 

(“La Liga”) and Oxfam America Inc. (“Oxfam America”, and together with La Liga, 

the “Parties”) to enter into a formal relationship (the “Fiscal Sponsorship”) in which 

Oxfam America will serve as fiscal sponsor to La Liga while La Liga strengthens its 

organizational and administrative capacity and awaits approval of its application to 

be recognized as a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”).  The precise terms of the Fiscal 

Sponsorship shall be governed by a separate binding Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement 

effective as of April 1, 2020, by and between Oxfam America and La Liga (the “Fiscal 

Sponsorship Agreement”).  

 

I. MISSION 

 

La Liga is a nonprofit organization headquartered in San Juan, Puerto Rico that 

unites local governments on the island in a non-partisan effort to improve the quality 

of life of the Puerto Rican people. La Liga aims to strengthen the capacity of local 

governments and communities on the island in the face of social, physical, fiscal, and 

governance challenges.  

 

Oxfam America is part of Oxfam International, a global organization working to end 

the injustice of poverty. Oxfam International helps people build better futures for 

themselves, hold the powerful accountable, and save lives in disasters. 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: A31C184A-3545-4436-B2E1-B2ACD1AF39FD



Memorandum of Understanding: La Liga and Oxfam America 
 

4840-7586-1689, v. 4 

Together, the Parties enter into this MOU to mutually promote the values of 

transparency, accountability, and civic participation in Puerto Rico’s local 

governments. Accordingly, La Liga and Oxfam America, operating under this MOU, 

agree as follows: 

 

II. PURPOSE 

 

Oxfam America will partner with La Liga as its fiscal sponsor, as further detailed in 

the Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement. The collaboration will seek to provide an interim 

organizational and financial structure to facilitate La Liga’s efforts to: 

 Maximize State government resources by promoting the decentralization of 

responsibilities and resources to local governments.  

 Promote public policies at the State and Federal levels that guarantee the well-

being and development of local governments. 

 Foster civic engagement in all of Puerto Rico’s communities by promoting new 

models of participatory governance, transparency, and accountability.  

 Empower Cities to properly access and maximize Federal and State funds. 

 Share best practices and experiences between governments (local and 

international) and build capacity and skills among them to face social, fiscal, 

infrastructure, and governance challenges.  

 

III. DURATION AND AMENDMENT 

 

This MOU will guide the collaboration between La Liga and Oxfam America for the 

period beginning April 1st, 2020 and ending March 31, 2022. This MOU shall be 

reviewed every 6 (six) months to ensure that it is fulfilling its purpose and to make 

any necessary revisions.  

 

The scope and duration of the collaboration described in this MOU may be amended 

and/or extended through the joint agreement of La Liga and Oxfam America. 
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For the avoidance of doubt, the duration of the Fiscal Sponsorship itself shall be as 

described in the Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement.  

 

IV. RESOURCE COMMITMENT 

 

La Liga and Oxfam America will commit the time and effort required for the success 

of La Liga’s planned activities in compliance with the organization’s key objectives 

listed in Section II. Specifically, La Liga and Oxfam America agree to provide the 

resources described below: 

 La Liga will: 

o Initiate a two-year partnership with a full-time Executive Director, who 

will support La Liga’s Board of Directors, and who will be supervised by 

them, in, among other responsibilities:  

 Carrying out all necessary activities for La Liga to meet its key 

objectives; 

 Raising and securing funds to enable La Liga to advance the 

values outlined in Section I; and,  

 Directly managing any additional staff hired by La Liga, to be 

contracted by Oxfam America on a case-by-case basis as part of 

its fiscal sponsorship support, as approved by the La Liga’s Board 

of Directors.   

o Complete the process of incorporating as a non-profit organization in 

Puerto Rico and secure 501(c)(3) status in the United States, as well as 

the equivalent designation in compliance with local Puerto Rico law as 

needed. 

o Develop a strategic plan to be approved by La Liga’s Board of Directors, 

including the formalization of its fiscal and organizational structure, 

with the objective of achieving its independence in a 2-year period.  

o Execute activities each year on the basis of the approved strategic plan. 

o Open a bank account in a local bank, in which funding received through 

the Fiscal Sponsorship or other funding sources will be deposited, in 
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accordance with the Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement as applicable, to 

facilitate the daily operations of La Liga.  

o For restricted funds administered through this MOU, La Liga commits 

to carrying out activities in accordance with the donor restrictions on 

the use of such funds, as further described in the Fiscal Sponsorship 

Agreement. La Liga agrees that it shall not use any portions of the fees 

paid to it in violation of the terms and conditions set forth in any donor 

agreements, which such agreements will be incorporated into and made 

part of this MOU. 

 

 Oxfam America will: 

o Provide fiscal sponsorship services to La Liga. Unless agreed elsewhere, 

Oxfam will charge a 7% administrative fee for these services, including 

the following: 

 Serving as grantee for funds to La Liga from other organizations, 

in compliance with Oxfam America’s grant policies; 

 As reasonable, employing La Liga’s staff, including its Executive 

Director, and other personnel to be hired, via professional services 

contracts initiated between individual staff and Oxfam America;  

 Supplying as-needed limited in-house support in the areas of 

accounting and legal compliance; 

 Facilitating and supporting La Liga in its daily operations by 

developing, in collaboration, a fiscal plan to transfer funds to La 

Liga’s bank account in order to enable an expedited process to 

cover expenses related to day to day operations, as well as 

contracts of providers and materials; and 

 Providing adequate oversight and controls to ensure that the 

activities bound by this agreement conform with donor 

restrictions on the use of funds.  

o Upon mutual agreement of the parties: 
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 Provide office space as requested by La Liga, suitable for up to 

two staff persons, including the Executive Director, in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico. 

 Provide technical assistance and mentorship to La Liga staff and 

members, as well as support in evaluating programs, as needed. 

 Design guidance, in consultation with La Liga’s Executive 

Director, on the administrative cost to be charged to La Liga on a 

case by case basis, to be agreed upon with the Board.  

 

 

V. TERMS OF MOU 

 

This MOU is a non-binding statement of the Parties' mutual understanding of their 

proposed collaboration framework. The MOU is not intended to create any legally 

enforceable rights or obligations in respect of either Party, including any obligation 

on their part to enter into any supplemental agreement. 

 

Either organization may terminate this MOU upon thirty (30) days’ written notice 

without penalties or liabilities. 

 

To the extent there is any conflict between the terms of this MOU and the Fiscal 

Sponsorship Agreement, the terms of the Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement shall control. 

 

 

 

[Signatures on Next Page] 
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VI. AUTHORIZATION 

 

This agreement was unanimously adopted by designated representatives of La Liga 

and Oxfam America on April 21 2020. The signatures of the Board of Directors of La 

Liga and Oxfam America’s Director of US Domestic Program below, represent the full 

commitment of each organization to participate actively in the collaboration and 

implement fully all elements in this agreement.  

 

 

Hon. Bernardo Márquez 

Mayor, City of Toa Baja 

Hon. María Meléndez Altieri 

Mayor, City of Ponce 

Hon. Pedro Juan García 

Figueroa 

Mayor, City of Hormigueros 

Hon. Juan Carlos García 

Padilla 

Mayor, City of Coamo 

Hon. Javier Jiménez Pérez 

Mayor, City of San Sebastián 

Hon. Roberto Ramírez Kurtz 

Mayor, City of Cabo Rojo 

 

 

_________________________ 

Date 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________  

Minor Sinclair,         Date 

Director of US Domestic Program           

Oxfam America     

DocuSign Envelope ID: A31C184A-3545-4436-B2E1-B2ACD1AF39FD


	[Signatures on Next Page]

		2020-04-28T16:50:41-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




